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Cana Sunday
The holy Church, the Crowned Bride of
Christ, is about to enter the Season of the
Great Lent – the Passion, death, and
Resurrection of Christ our Lord. She is
about to enter into the full passion of Christ
so that she may live by the life of his
resurrection. From this very beginning of
the spiritual and mystical journey she looks
on forward with hope to the end-goal of
her salvation: the victory of the Luminous
Cross of Christ her Lord. Her eyes of faith
are fixed on this end-goal reflected in the
Wedding Feast of the Kingdom – with
Christ – her Beloved – at the center. Today,
through the lens of the gospel of Cana, the
Bride Church remembers how it all began –
Continued next page
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when she was first betrothed to her Lord at Cana – at the mysteries-filled ceremony of the water and the
wine!
We are likewise reminded – at the beginning of this our Lenten journey – of our immigrant church
communities who have journeyed out (from Lebanon) in times of hardship and struggle, and yet,
continue onward-looking with faith and hope. The symbolic power and the spiritual meanings of this
gospel-mosaic of the Wedding Feast at Cana has not escaped many of our Eastern Christian saints as well
as seers from early times to the recent. In our modern times, Gibran, has visualized this wedding scene at
Cana as if it was being held in a village in Lebanon. In his book Jesus Son of Man - Cana Wedding,
Gibran speaks for the bride as she looks forward, with longing, to Jesus’ coming to her wedding
celebration that evening. He intuitively draws near to that ancient Christian understanding of Christian
Matrimony as a union – not the two spouses only – but of three: the bride, the bridegroom, and Christ!
Moreover, our Hoosoyo prayers today, reveal the intentions of the Bride-Church as she re-embarks on this
spiritual journey of Lent: the Passion, and Resurrection of Jesus, her beloved. She calls on Christ, her
heavenly bridegroom, who poured out for her at Cana the wealth of his graces, and appeals to him:
... in your grace shine upon us.
Open the treasure of your abundant compassion to us.
Enrich us with your good gifts..
Seat us at the table of your kingdom
and let us drink from your new wine.
Give us the joy of your eternal feast
and let us rejoice in the splendor of your face.
Likewise her children call upon him saying:
O Christ, the true wine ..
quench our hearts with the wine of your love!
The intimacy expressed in these prayers has its roots in the faith of the holy fathers and saints of our
Maronite-Syriac Church – who always felt Christ being very close with them, as they called out in songs
and prayer: Amono Moryo – the Lord is with us! Christ Jesus is forever intimately present with his Church
especially through the hidden Mysteries of the our sacraments. Saint Ephrem spell it out:
In a new way his body
has been fused with our bodies,
and his pure blood
has been poured in our veins.
His voice too is in our ears
and his splendor in our eyes.
The whole of him with the whole of us
is fused by his mercy.
And because he loved his Church greatly,
he did not give her the manna of her rival;
He became the Bread of Life
for her to eat him.
And now, again, at the beginning of this Lenten Journey, we too ask that Christ’s Love, Peace, and Joy
may remain with his beloved Church – that his grace-filled Mysteries may be a renewed source of
strength and reassurance for us, her children.

Father Steve Bonian, S.J.
The Nazarene Fund to aid Christians in need of assistance. Funded and sponsored by
local Catholic Christians from Saint Mary’s.

General Lenten Regulations
Ash Monday and Good Friday are days of abstinence for all Catholics
over the age of 14. On these two days, fast as well as abstinence is
also obligatory for those from the ages of 18-59. Abstinence means
abstinence from meat. Fast means no food from midnight to noon. No
Catholic will lightly excuse himself or herself from this obligation.
All other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat. Here again
Catholics will not hold themselves lightly excused, but if there is a
serious health problem (such as diabetes), this obligation would not
apply.
We strive to make all days of Lent a time of prayer and penance. In
Eastern Catholic traditions, including the Maronite tradition, there is
no fast on Saturday and Sunday, days that celebrate Creation and
Resurrection.

Lenten Liturgies
Saturday,
Sunday,

4 PM, Vigil Liturgy
11 AM, Divine Liturgy
3 PM, Holy Hour
7 PM, Last Chance Mass
Monday,
7 PM, Ramsho and Distribution of Ashes
Tuesday,
7 PM, Ramsho and Novena to Saint Rafka
Wednesday, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy and Anointing of the Sick
Thursday, 7 PM, Ramsho
Friday,
7 PM, Ramsho and Benediction of the Cross

Abouna’s
Dear Parishioners and Friends,
Greetings from Saint Rafka!
One of the hymns we will be singing soon has the text: Lent is here again. Here we are: on the
threshold of Lent. It has been a longer period between Epiphany and Lent this year, and it seems
like we are staring this holy period at the end of Spring or the beginning of Summer. This Friday
afternoon, at the writing of this column, it is absolutely beautiful outside with a temperature of 74
degrees. I fear that Winter will return soon and the Spring flowers are going to be hard hit.
I have always been amazed at the great care that Bishop Gregory Mansour has for his priests. He
texted me earlier in the week and said that he
wanted to take some time to visit Father Chris
Henderson. He flew down to Charlotte on
Friday, visited and had Mass with Father at his
house, and then stopped by the Church and
Francis House to visit for a minute. Bishop
Gregory was very impressed with Saad Cottage,
Francis House and the renovations at Wickett
Hall. I am glad he had a chance to see some of
the work in progress before the NAM
Convention.
This is a longer bulletin than normal, but there
is a lot of information within. Please read it
carefully, especially the Lenten Fasting
Regulations and the Liturgy Schedule. Join us in
prayer during this Holy Season of Repentance.
Have a great weekend! See you in Church!!

Salaam!

Ab. Bart

Novena to Saint Rafka
Join us each Tuesday evening, 7 PM, to
pray Ramsho and the Novena to Saint
Rafka as we prepare for the 2017 NAM
Convention.

★Calendar
February
25, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy
26, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
Blessing and Open House,
Francis House
7 PM, Divine Liturgy
27, Ash Monday
7 PM, Divine Liturgy
28, 7 PM, Novena to St. Rafka
01, 7 PM, Divine Liturgy
02, 7 PM, Ramsho
03, 7 PM, Ramsho and
Benediction of the Cross
04, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy
05, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
3 PM, Holy Hour
7 PM, Divine Liturgy

Principal
Saint Mary’s Catholic School in
Greenville,
South
Carolina
is
searching for a principal to begin in
Summer 2017. Saint Mary’s School,
founded in 1900 as an apostolate of
Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, today
serves about 270 students from K-3
through the 8th Grade.

Saint
Mary’s
Church
& School

The successful candidate will be a practicing Catholic
in full communion with the Church who holds at least
a Master’s Degree in an appropriate discipline and has
had experience both as a classroom teacher and as the
principal of a Catholic school.
Please submit resume and cover letter before 3 March
2017 to Fr Jay Scott Newman at pastor@stmarysgvl.org.
For more information about Saint Mary’s, visit our website
at www.stmarysgvl.org.

Tradition

Virtue

Excellence

LIFE LINE SCREENING
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings
will be in our community on Thursday, April 20, 2017 at Saint Rafka Maronite Catholic
Church. Ultrasound screenings to Identify risk factors for Cardiovascular disease include;
Carotid Artery (plaque buildup-a leading cause of stroke), Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm
(an enlargement or weak area in the main blood vessel that carries blood from the heart
to the rest of the body), Peripheral Arterial Disease (hardening of the arteries in the legs),
a Heart Rhythm Screening (an EKG to detect Atrial Fibrillation-irregular heartbeat) and an
Osteoporosis Risk Assessment for men and women. Being proactive about your health by
knowing your risks helps you and your doctor address problems early.
Register online TODAY at www.lifelinescreening.com/advantageclub and receive your
“Advantage” club discount and your Preferred Appointment!
We are looking forward to a wonderful event. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you
need any additional marketing materials to share with your community!
Kimberly Reeser
Life Line Screening
Phone: ext.
Mobile: 803-556-7274
Fax: (888) 286-7452
Email: kimberly.reeser@llsa.com

123
Days till NAM!
How will you help?
Contact Greg or
Mary Anne Lepak

Our Website
This week, I had a chance to sit down with our Webmaster, Matt Pelicano. In the course
of our conversation, I asked Matt what was the total number of hits to our website. He
said he would get back to me with the information. He did! It is below, along with his
commentary at the end.
Matt has been doing our website for over eight (8) years and has kept it up to date and
fresh. I am grateful and glad to see that other Maronite and Latin Rite churches are
beginning to use his service. We have a website to be proud of!
Statistics for the past 12 months.
Month
Mar-16
Apr-16
May-16
Jun-16
Jul-16
Aug-16
Sep-16
Oct-16
Nov-16
Dec-16
Jan-17
Feb-17

Unique visitors
426
355
344
225
230
251
338
332
284
560
415
379

Number of visits
474
395
383
251
256
279
376
370
316
623
462
422

Pages Viewed
2,570
2,142
2,077
1,358
1,390
1,511
2,036
2,004
1,713
3,378
2,505
2,287

Hits
18,956
15,797
15,320
10,015
10,253
11,147
15,022
14,784
12,638
24,918
18,480
16,870

4,141

4,608

24,971

184,199

Totals
MPRESSIVE!!!!!!!
Also, the VAST majority of the hits occur on Friday and Saturday, as would be expected prompted by your emails!
==============================================================
Thanks to all who visit and read our bulletin online. The website is the source of quick
information on the parish! Abouna

MESSAGE FOR LENT 2017
The Word is a gift. Other persons are a gift
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Lent is a new beginning, a path leading to the certain goal of Easter, Christ’s victory over
death. This season urgently calls us to conversion. Christians are asked to return to God “with
all their hearts” (Joel 2:12), to refuse to settle for mediocrity and to grow in friendship with the
Lord. Jesus is the faithful friend who never abandons us. Even when we sin, he patiently awaits
our return; by that patient expectation, he shows us his readiness to forgive (cf. Homily, 8
January 2016).
Lent is a favourable season for deepening our spiritual life through the means of
sanctification offered us by the Church: fasting, prayer and almsgiving. At the basis of
everything is the word of God, which during this season we are invited to hear and ponder more
deeply. I would now like to consider the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (cf. Lk 16:19-31).
Let us find inspiration in this meaningful story, for it provides a key to understanding what we
need to do in order to attain true happiness and eternal life. It exhorts us to sincere conversion.
1. The other person is a gift
The parable begins by presenting its two main characters. The poor man is described in
greater detail: he is wretched and lacks the strength even to stand. Lying before the door of the
rich man, he fed on the crumbs falling from his table. His body is full of sores and dogs come to
lick his wounds (cf. vv. 20-21). The picture is one of great misery; it portrays a man disgraced
and pitiful.
The scene is even more dramatic if we consider that the poor man is called Lazarus: a name
full of promise, which literally means God helps. This character is not anonymous. His features
are clearly delineated and he appears as an individual with his own story. While practically
invisible to the rich man, we see and know him as someone familiar. He becomes a face, and as
such, a gift, a priceless treasure, a human being whom God loves and cares for, despite his
concrete condition as an outcast (cf. Homily, 8 January 2016).
Lazarus teaches us that other persons are a gift. A right relationship with people consists in
gratefully recognizing their value. Even the poor person at the door of the rich is not a nuisance,
but a summons to conversion and to change. The parable first invites us to open the doors of our
heart to others because each person is a gift, whether it be our neighbour or an anonymous
pauper. Lent is a favourable season for opening the doors to all those in need and recognizing in

them the face of Christ. Each of us meets people like this every day. Each life that we encounter
is a gift deserving acceptance, respect and love. The word of God helps us to open our eyes to
welcome and love life, especially when it is weak and vulnerable. But in order to do this, we
have to take seriously what the Gospel tells us about the rich man.
2. Sin blinds us
The parable is unsparing in its description of the contradictions associated with the rich man
(cf. v. 19). Unlike poor Lazarus, he does not have a name; he is simply called “a rich man”. His
opulence was seen in his extravagant and expensive robes. Purple cloth was even more precious
than silver and gold, and was thus reserved to divinities (cf. Jer 10:9) and kings (cf. Jg 8:26),
while fine linen gave one an almost sacred character. The man was clearly ostentatious about his
wealth, and in the habit of displaying it daily: “He feasted sumptuously every day” (v. 19). In
him we can catch a dramatic glimpse of the corruption of sin, which progresses in three
successive stages: love of money, vanity and pride (cf. Homily, 20 September 2013).
The Apostle Paul tells us that “the love of money is the root of all evils” (1 Tim 6:10). It is
the main cause of corruption and a source of envy, strife and suspicion. Money can come to
dominate us, even to the point of becoming a tyrannical idol (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 55).
Instead of being an instrument at our service for doing good and showing solidarity towards
others, money can chain us and the entire world to a selfish logic that leaves no room for love
and hinders peace.
The parable then shows that the rich man’s greed makes him vain. His personality finds
expression in appearances, in showing others what he can do. But his appearance masks an
interior emptiness. His life is a prisoner to outward appearances, to the most superficial and
fleeting aspects of existence (cf. ibid., 62).
The lowest rung of this moral degradation is pride. The rich man dresses like a king and acts
like a god, forgetting that he is merely mortal. For those corrupted by love of riches, nothing
exists beyond their own ego. Those around them do not come into their line of sight. The result
of attachment to money is a sort of blindness. The rich man does not see the poor man who is
starving, hurting, lying at his door.
Looking at this character, we can understand why the Gospel so bluntly condemns the love of
money: “No one can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the first and love the second,
or be attached to the first and despise the second. You cannot be the slave both of God and of
money” (Mt 6:24).
3. The Word is a gift
The Gospel of the rich man and Lazarus helps us to make a good preparation for the
approach of Easter. The liturgy of Ash Wednesday invites us to an experience quite similar to
that of the rich man. When the priest imposes the ashes on our heads, he repeats the words:
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return”. As it turned out, the rich man and the
poor man both died, and the greater part of the parable takes place in the afterlife. The two

characters suddenly discover that “we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing
out of it” (1 Tim 6:7).
We too see what happens in the afterlife. There the rich man speaks at length with Abraham,
whom he calls “father” (Lk 16:24.27), as a sign that he belongs to God’s people. This detail
makes his life appear all the more contradictory, for until this moment there had been no mention
of his relation to God. In fact, there was no place for God in his life. His only god was himself.
The rich man recognizes Lazarus only amid the torments of the afterlife. He wants the poor
man to alleviate his suffering with a drop of water. What he asks of Lazarus is similar to what he
could have done but never did. Abraham tells him: “During your life you had your fill of good
things, just as Lazarus had his fill of bad. Now he is being comforted here while you are in
agony” (v. 25). In the afterlife, a kind of fairness is restored and life’s evils are balanced by good.
The parable goes on to offer a message for all Christians. The rich man asks Abraham to send
Lazarus to warn his brothers, who are still alive. But Abraham answers: “They have Moses and
the prophets, let them listen to them” (v. 29). Countering the rich man’s objections, he adds: “If
they will not listen either to Moses or to the prophets, they will not be convinced even if
someone should rise from the dead” (v. 31).
The rich man’s real problem thus comes to the fore. At the root of all his ills was the failure
to heed God’s word. As a result, he no longer loved God and grew to despise his neighbour. The
word of God is alive and powerful, capable of converting hearts and leading them back to God.
When we close our heart to the gift of God’s word, we end up closing our heart to the gift of our
brothers and sisters.
Dear friends, Lent is the favourable season for renewing our encounter with Christ, living in
his word, in the sacraments and in our neighbour. The Lord, who overcame the deceptions of the
Tempter during the forty days in the desert, shows us the path we must take. May the Holy Spirit
lead us on a true journey of conversion, so that we can rediscover the gift of God’s word, be
purified of the sin that blinds us, and serve Christ present in our brothers and sisters in need. I
encourage all the faithful to express this spiritual renewal also by sharing in the Lenten
Campaigns promoted by many Church organizations in different parts of the world, and thus to
favour the culture of encounter in our one human family. Let us pray for one another so that, by
sharing in the victory of Christ, we may open our doors to the weak and poor. Then we will be
able to experience and share to the full the joy of Easter.
From the Vatican, 18 October 2016
Feast of Saint Luc the Evangelist
FRANCIS

DEBKE DANCE!
In preparation for our NAM Convention at St. Rafka, we would like to gather
our youths, ages 6 and up to showcase our Middle Eastern traditional Folklore
dance – the debke. This will be on Friday evening, June 30, 2017.
I will teach a group of boys and girls and hope that you would be proud to
have your family involved. However, you must be committed to the practice
sessions until the Convention.
Please email or call me to join in the Sunday classes, beginning March 5th after
the 11 AM Mass.
Thank you!

Marlene Saad marleneksaad@gmail.com (864)574 9722

Join us for a Franciscan Lenten Retreat on Saturday, March 18th, 2017 at St
Anthony’s Catholic Church on 10 Douthit Street, Greenville, SC.
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Will include Speakers, Confessions, Adoration, and the Franciscan Crown Rosary.
Lunch will be served - no cost, but rsvp appreciated.Marsha Wiggins,ofs
ourgran5@charter.net. for questions contact Judy Bruce @864-288-0035

40 Days for Life You are invited to join other Christians throughout the Upstate to take
part in our local 40 Days for Life effort from March 1 through April 9.
To find out more and sign up to help please contact: Ingrid Ireland 864-329-0044 or visit
www.40daysforlife.com/greenville and www.facebook.com/40daysgreenville.
Help to spread the word to others about this important life-saving effort.
40 Days for Life Kick-Off Rally Saturday, Mar. 4, 9:30 AM, Greenville Women's Clinic,
1142 Grove Rd. Guest speakers: Pastor Judy Brooks, Just Jesus International
Fellowship, will speak about her personal journey from death to life; adoptive family will
share their adoption story; Darren and Cristy Swartzendruber will give an update on
Sidewalk Advocates for Life. Mark Wills and his wife, Robin will provide the music.
Parking is at the empty shops across the street from Piedmont Women's Center and at
Grove Road Baptist Church. Call Ingrid 864-329-0044.

!

!
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Prayer List
Dan Steinker. Marguerite
LaBella, Irma Galvan, Mary
Cleary, Joe Lemire, Mary
Anne McAfee, Tish Oney,
Lois Taylor, Jim Hopsecger,
Virginia LaFave, Nabeel
Howard, Father M. T. Phillips,
Paul Cote and Family, Paul
Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman,
Moe Mercier, Joan
Bussemey, Priscilla Watson,
Denise Steinker, Special
Intention by Abouna, Bob
Brown, Joe Durham, Michael
Bays, Patrick Lavelle, Tara
Galvin, Susan Connor, Bill
Hines, Beth Banks, Andrea
Fiorni-Frazier, Shawn Sexton,
Alice Howard, Robert
Mercier, James and Kaleigh,
Mark Pelletier, Antonella,
Stephanie, Derek Gerard
Solomon, Connie Brushaber,
Billy, JoAn Salloum, Susie,
Health and recovery of W. F.
William B. (Bill) Rodgers, Jr.,
Jim Hopka, Family of Colbert
Arthur, Berma Darlene Bell,
Terry Vadnais, Elaine Gillen,
Elizabeth Gallagher, Special
Intention, Amy Hunter, Shawn
Sexton, Cindy Miller, Deacon
Bob Smith, Adrian Kassentar,
Beth Hopsecger, Mark
Barnard, Special Intention of
MKS, Janice Radich, Paula
Lemire, Becky Jarvis, Lillian
Moon, Vito Fortuna, Sam
Howard, Jr., Betty Braun,
Deanne Valencia, Mary Yacu,
Sister Mary Emmanuel, Katie
Frank, Adelaide George,
Beverley Davis, Maryanne
Polidoro, John Fender,
Katherine Dennman, Alan
Howard, Intentions of Nancy
Gegorian, Greg Howard,
Thomas Shaluly,

Saints We Celebrate
February 28, Saints Cora and Marana, VirginConfessors
March 1, Saint Domnina, Disciple of Saint Maron
March 1, Saint Afdokia of Baalbek, Martyr
March 2, Saint John Maron, First Patriarch (+707)
March 3, Saint Katherine Drexel, USA
March 9, The Forty Martyrs of Sebaste
March 18, Saint Cyril of Jerusalem

Liturgical Items
Liturgical Readings
Feast

New Testament

Gospel

Cana

Rom. 14:14-23

John 2:1-11

English

Richard Sleiman

Arabic

Afaf Sleiman

Mass Intentions
February 25 & 26
Saturday, 4 PM

+Aggie Schiller

Andy and Ceil Frisari

Sunday, 11 AM

E. Claire Hudson, Grace

Taylor F. Smith

Sunday 7 PM

40th Wedding Anniversary of +Curtis
Manning and Bernadette Mileski

Bernadette Mileski

Monday, 7 PM

Open

Wednesday 7 PM

Open

February 25 & 26
Saturday, 4 PM

Open

Sunday, 11 AM

Open

Sunday 7 PM

Open

Wednesday 7 PM

Open

If you would like a Mass offered for your loved ones, please call the church office at
864.469.9119 or send your request to secretary@saintrafka.net. You can

Sanctuary Lamp
To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use
the envelope provided at the entrance. Donation is $5.00.

Church Offerings and Attendance
February 19

Saturday 4 PM

Sunday 11 AM Sunday 7 PM

Total

Budget

+/-

Wed. 7 PM

58

74

28

160

160

0

17

$432.00

$1,104.00

$209.00

$1745.00

$2,667.00

-$922.00

0

Average per person

$7.45

$14.92

$7.46

$10.91

Average Attendance

52

56

19

127

Building Fund

0

0

0

$0.00 Year to Date

Average per person

0

0

0

$0.00 Average PP

People
Collection

Holy Hour

0

$16,010.00
$10.91

Attendance
Attendance Year to Date
4:00 PM
11:00 AM
7:00 PM
Wednesday 7 PM
First Sunday
Holy Day
Saint Rafka Novena

How are these totals calculated?
One total graphed to the left is through envelope usage for each week.
The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.

423
449
156
94
31
23
31

Birthdays
February

Ashy Pavilion

26, Chorbishop Michael G. Thomas
26, Heather Sijon
26, Jordan Plumblee
27, David Howard
28, David Fiorini
March
4, Harley DeBo
5, David Sijon
5, Sherri Sandbothe
6, Tiffany Chebeir
6, Brett Lloyd
7, Sam Sandbothe
9, Charley Van Norden
10, Mark Duffy
11, Adib Chebli
11, Reema Askar
11, John Alan Chebeir

Please remember that
registered and supporting
parishioners are free to use
the Ashy Pavilion for family
events, reunions, parties, etc.
Others are welcome to rent
the facilities. More
information? Contact Richard
Wickett here.

Anniversaries

Wickett Hall

2, Consecration of Bishop Gregory John Mansour,
2004
No other anniversaries on record for March.

Wickett Hall - Wickett Hall
can be used by our
registered and supporting
parishioners for family
events, reunions, etc. Others
may request permission to
rent the Hall. Contact
Richard Wickett.

Necrology
+Bill Englert, Jr, March 1, 2014
+Jack Sijon, March 5, 2013
+Phil George, March 5, 2014
+John Peter Howard, Jr., March 5, 2015
+Diane Dyer, March 17, 2011
+Violet Monsour Howayeck, March 20, 2013
+Fadwa Chalouhi, March 26, 2014

Coffee Socials
If you would like to sponsor
a Coffee Social In Memory
Of or In Honor Of someone,
please call or email the
office to let us know. Abouna

Masses Online
Where to go to Mass when
traveling? Look here!

MassTimes.org
The Catholic Directory
Parishes Online

