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Announcement to Joseph
Everyone is familiar with the feeling of excitement
while eagerly awaiting a guest we will be happy to
see. There is a particular thrill to hospitality that
our Middle Eastern culture knows very well, and,
when particularly excited to receive a guest, we
tell others of their future visit. The Old Testament
in its entirety is that – the great anticipation of all
the prophets, kings, and saints of God expressing
their joy at the coming of their King, Jesus Christ,
while making known the small glimpses the Holy
Spirit gave them of Him. We may feel anxious
waiting thirty minutes for a guest, but those saints
of the Old Testament waited thousands of years.
Continued next page
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But the coming of Jesus is such an immense occasion, no one would have thought
they would have lived to see it – and yet our eternal God, Jesus, entered into a
particular time. It should be no surprise that Joseph, though a holy and righteous man,
did not expect to be the foster father of God Himself. Today, we celebrate the last
announcement Gabriel made known in this Season of Announcements before the
birth of our Lord. As the Syriac Fathers tell us, the Ever-Virgin and Pure Mother of
God, Mary, was slandered by her neighbors and friends as having conceived through
adultery. Joseph, hearing this lie, saw his betrothed, who was a consecrated temple
virgin, pregnant. Feeling hurt because he thought he had been betrayed, he was going
to quietly break off the betrothal – Joseph thought he was being merciful, since Jewish
Law prescribed execution to adulteresses (Lev. 20:10). Gabriel was sent by God,
however, to inform Joseph that he was mistaken – Gabriel tells Joseph that Mary is the
virgin whom Isaiah was awaiting when he said, “Look, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall call him Emmanuel” (Is. 7:14). Joseph, being a just man,
joined the thousands of years of saints awaiting the coming of God. The very title the
prophet Isaiah foretells of Jesus bears testimony to both His divine nature and the
excitement the prophets had to see Him – Emmanuel, God is with us. The title
professes that Jesus is both truly God, and that He is truly amongst us by His taking
flesh and becoming man. It is the title all the saints of old waited thousands of years
to say, and it perfects God’s desire for us to be near Him mentioned in the reflection
for the Consecration of the Church.
What Joseph dreaded at first by his own misunderstanding became the greatest honor.
The next time he was to pray the psalms of David in his prayers he would know that
his son shall be the one whom “all kings shall fall down before” and “all nations give
him service” (Ps. 72:14). And when Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem, and Mary
gave birth to Jesus, suddenly the words of the prophet Micah made sense to him when
he said, “O Bethlehem …from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in
Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days” (Mic. 5:2). Along with those
few verses, all the Old Testament proved to Joseph, Mary, and those who knew that
Jesus was the Lord that this is whom all generations awaited.
How blessed we are that as Christians we can say each day of our life “Emmanuel” –
God is with us, both as a statement of fact by our union with Christ by our baptism
and communion, as well as a promise that He shall come again. And we, as
Christians, do not fear His coming. One might fear a thief from entering the house,
but Jesus is our King and God, an honored and eagerly awaited guest. Let us prepare
ourselves for His coming by doing what He has asked us through His Church, that
way when He comes again – in the Eucharist at Mass, at the feast of Christmas, and,
ultimately, at His Second Coming – we may proudly receive Him singing with Isaiah,
“Emmanuel – God is with us!”
Seminarian Michael Shami

Abouna’s
Corner
Dear Parishioners and Friends,
The excitement of the early snowfall last Friday is now over and most of the snow has
melted away. Normally we don’t have these storms till January, but this year, we had
“pre-white Christmas!” It was pretty, but sure messed up Friday for most people. I had to
cancel the Immaculate Conception Holy Day Liturgy around 4 PM, an action not taken
lightly, but I understand the great risks of travel after dark when the snow turns to ice.
That sort of drama is not needed!
I was reflecting during this past week that we purchased this church complex almost 8
years ago. What changes we have seen and we have greatly expanded the property.
Thanks to all who have helped in so many ways to strengthen and fortify our community.
One of the things that occurs naturally over time is that things accumulate. Somehow,
some of our storage areas became filled with all sorts of items - some good, some simply
junk. It was time to clean up. Several volunteers came in and started with the kitchen
area, then the closet between the restrooms and then moved towards the storage area at
the back of the hall. There is still a bit of rearranging to do, but the kitchen area is now
storing only kitchen and dining area items. Chemicals and cleaning supplies are located
in the closet and the back storage area will have more special items for events, etc. The
basement of Francis house also has a lot of items we use in church at various times
during the year. Neatness and organization are great things to have in any organization,
but most especially in a church. Thanks to all who have worked so hard on this project.
Thanks to all who will help keep the areas clean and organized.
Many thanks to all who called, texted, emailed or sent birthday greetings on Facebook. I
can’t believe I have gotten this old but still feel quite young (for the most part!) Pray for
good health and many years!
Enjoy this last full week before the Christmas holiday begins in full. Have a great
weekend!
Salaam! Ab. Bart

Calendar of Events
December
16, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy
5:30 PM, Christmas Novena
17, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM, Christmas Novena
7 PM, Last Chance Liturgy
18, 6:00 PM, Christmas Novena
6:30 PM, English/Arabic Classes
19, 6:30 PM, Christmas Novena
7:15 PM, Adult Religious Education
20, 9:00 AM- 6:00 PM, Day of Confessions
7:00 PM, Divine Liturgy
Anointing of the Sick, Christmas Novena
21, 7:00 PM, Christmas Novena
22, 7:00 PM, Christmas Novena
23, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy
5:30 PM, Final Christmas Novena Devotion
24, 11 AM, Divine Liturgy
4:00 PM, Vigil Liturgy of Christmas
25, 12:00 Midnight, Divine Liturgy
NO 11 AM Divine Liturgy
26, Office Closed
No Ramsho or Adult Religious Education
27, Office Closed
No Divine Liturgy or Anointing
28, Office Closed
29, Office open, 10 AM - 3 PM
30, 4 PM, Vigil Liturgy

Ramsho and Blessing with the
relics of Saints Rafka, Sharbel
Nimatullah, and the Massabki
Brothers Tuesday evening, 6:30
PM, Saint Rafka Church. Come
to offer the evening sacrifice and
ask God’s blessing, healing,
mercy and compassion through
these holy men and women.

Christmas Flower Memorials
In Memory of/In Honor Of

Donor

Richard Anthony Kalata

Mark and Dee Kalata

Dolores and George Harbey

Mark and Dee Kalata

Catherine and Anthony Kalata, Sr.

Mark and Dee Kalata

Helen and Alfred Wickett

Mark and Dee Kalata

Henry Wickett

Mark and Dee Kalata

Georgey Harvey

Mark and Dee Kalata

Captain Joseph E. & Margaret W. Leon

Abouna

In Memory of Curtis Manning

Bernadette Mileski

In Memory of Stanley and Sophie Mileski

Bernadette Mileski

In Memory of Felix and Martha Krosinski

Bernadette Mileski

In Memory of Frank and Mary Mileski

Bernadette Mileski

In Memory of Donald Shunk

Bernadette Mileski

The Boes and Nassif Families

Dr. Fadi and Roberta Nassif

Rev. Bartholomew Leon, Mark & Dee Kalata,
Chuck & Kathy Wilson

Linda & Richard Wickett

In Memory of Richard Anthony Kalata,
Katherine Harvey, Joseph & Alice Atkinson

Linda & Richard Wickett

In Memory of Debra Anne Zerella &
Jennifer Marie Zerella

Mary Anne & Bill McAfee

In Memory of Bishop Andrew Pataki

Anonymous

In Memory of Deceased members of Leonardi &
Yellico families

Mary & Paul Leonardi

In Memory of Betty Wilson, Hartsel Wilson,
Richard Kalata, & Adam Campbell

Kathy & Chuck Wilson

Christmas Flower Envelopes Still Available
Thanksgiving is now a memory so Christmas is on the way. Memorials for Christmas
flowers will be posted in the bulletin next week on. Envelopes are available at the back
of the Church.

Christmas Mass Schedule
Sunday, December 24
11:00 AM, Sunday Liturgy
4:00 PM, Vigil Liturgy of Christmas
Monday, December 25
12 Midnight, Christmas Divine Liturgy
NO 11 AM Divine Liturgy

Vocation to the Priesthood?
Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Seminary will be holding a discernment weekend
from Friday April 13 to Sunday April 15 in Washington DC. If you know of anyone
discerning a vocation to the priesthood, or would like to know more, please give
him Fr. Dominique Hanna’s phone number (404-525-2505).

Christmas Afternoon Television Special in the Upstate Featuring the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Charleston
Join us on Christmas Day at 4:00pm on Fox Carolina Television Channel 21 for “An
Afternoon in the Upstate with the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charleston”. There will be
singing, dancing, storytelling and a Christmas message from Bishop Robert E. Guglielmone,
Bishop of Charleston. Fr. Jay Scott Newman and Fr. Dwight Longenecker will also join us
and share the good news. You can’t celebrate Christmas without good food and we’ve got
that covered too. Sister Pamela Smith and Sister Roberta Fulton will join us at the Cook
Station in downtown Greenville for a cooking segment called “Sister Act 2 in the Kitchen”.
Fr. Patrick Tuttle OFM, will share our traditional Christmas Story, “If I Were A Goose”. And
the St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School choir will sing and dance. Please join us as we
celebrate the day our Savior was born.

A Unique Parishioner Call for Help
Dear Friends,

Re: End-Stage Kidney Disease

Some of you may already know: I have end-stage kidney disease. My kidneys do not work well enough to keep
me alive, and my treatment options are limited to dialysis or kidney transplant.
Regular hemodialysis treatments, three times per week for four hours at a time, help my kidneys do their job
and keep me alive. But a transplant would offer me the ability to live a longer, healthier, more normal life and
with more freedom.
Finding a kidney for a transplant is not easy. There are 100,000+ people, just like me, on the waiting list for a
deceased donor kidney. Time is not on our side. Some die while waiting. I've been waiting nearly six years,
about a year longer than the average wait time of five years.
There is another option: receiving a kidney from a living donor. Asking a family member or a friend to donate a
kidney is very difficult for me, extremely personal, takes much thought and involves your family's
consideration. Your decision will not affect our relationship, and I absolutely do not want a donor feeling
pressured in any way.
You may not know a lot about living donation, which I did not until recently. Understandably, many people are
fearful of surgery and what living with one kidney will mean for them. Here's some basic information about
kidney donation:
•

Most people are born with an extra kidney - only one is needed to live a long, healthy life.

•
As a living donor, you will have a separate team of Healthcare professionals to evaluate you. Their job is
to help YOU understand the risks and benefits, looking out for YOUR best interests.
•
Cost of your evaluation and surgery will be covered by my insurance; the hospital can provide to you
more information.
•

Most donor surgery is done laparoscopically, meaning through tiny incisions.

•
Recuperation is usually fairly quick, generally two weeks, for people with desk jobs, to six weeks, for jobs
involving heavy lifting.
What is a paired kidney exchange? Roughly one-third of kidney failure patients with a willing living donor will
be unable to receive the kidney because of incompatibility. In a paired kidney exchange, a donor may donate
their kidney to another recipient in exchange for a compatible kidney for their loved one.
Before deciding, you can explore the living donation program by calling MUSC's Kelly Canavan, my Living Donor
Coordinator, at 843-792-1594.
A living donation may not be right for you, but you can still help. Please help by sharing my story, spreading the
word about kidney disease, raising awareness of living donation and helping me and the many others on the
waiting list.
Thank you for reading and for your concern and for your help in spreading the word about kidney disease.
Appreciatively, Joe Baranski 864-201-2480 Greer, SC
November 25, 2017

Visit the homepage of our neighbors to the
north of us. Saint Stephen is under the
leadership of Father Elias Khalil and is growing
in Grace and numbers.

Religious Education - First Holy Communion Preparation
Is your child ready for the reception of First Penance and Holy Communion? Parishioner
Alex Roman, a professional teacher, has volunteered to teach in our religious education
program. Other children, post Holy Communion, are also welcome to these classes.
Contact the Church Office to register.
Adult Religious Education
Religious formation never ends! We are never too old to learn! Adult Religious Education Classes meet at
7:15 PM, right after the Ramsho and Devotions in Wicket Hall. This fall, the class will concentrate on the
Divine Liturgy and the Holy Mass of the various Churches, their structures, similarities and differences.
We will also examine the Liturgical Year and the Liturgy of the Hours. Join us and bring a friend who
may be interested in learning about the Maronite Church and liturgy.

English/Arabic Classes
We now have English classes (ESL), which will be be team taught by Alex Roman, Shea Menge,
and Scott Herr. The Arabic lessons will follow, and they will be taught by Mona Ayoub Achi.
Class begins at 6:30 PM in Francis House. Free and open to all.

,ﻣﺴﺎء ﻓﻲ ﻣﻨﺰل ﻓﺮﻧﺴﯿﺲ
,٣٠  اﻟﺴﺎﻋﺔ٢٠١ , ﺗﺸﺮﯾﻦ اﻷول٢ إﺑﺘﺪاء ﻣﻦ ﻧﻬﺎر أﻹﺛﻨﯿﻦ
ً
ً
ُوأ
ً
دروس ﻓﻲ اﻟﻠﻐﺔ
" "أﻟﯿﻜﺲ روﻣﺎن" و" ﺷﻲ ﻣﻨﺠﻲ,"ﻫﺮ
ٌ
ّ ﺳﺒﻮﻋﯿﺎ ُﯾﻌﻄﻲ" ﺳﻜﻮط
 ُﺗﻌﻄﻰ ﻫﺬه اﻟﺪروس."دروس ﻓﻲ اﻟﻠﻐﺔ اﻟﻌﺮﺑﯿﺔ ُﺗ َﻌﻠﱢﻤﻬﺎ " ﻣﻨﻰ اﻟﻌﺸﻲ
ﯾﺘﺒﻌﻬﺎ
ٌ
ُ ,اﻻﻧﻜﻠﯿﺰﯾﺔ
ً
.ﻣﺠﺎﻧﺎ وُﻧﺮﺣﺐ ﺑﺠﻤﯿﻊ اﻟﻤﺸﺎرﻛﯿﻦ
A petition is to support Christians in the Middle East who have courageously
stayed in their countries or are returning to them. Please visit and sign.

Engaged Enounter This a reminder that we only have 1 more weekend available for the
remainder of 2017. It is an in parish weekend and will be held at All Saints Catholic Church in Lake
Wylie on Nov. 11-12. The cost of the weekend is $150 but we have partial scholarships available.
The next weekend will be in February and will be a retreat weekend.

Prayer List
Paul Stegall, Jack Yacu,
Houda Askar, Montaha Achi,
Jim Hopsecger, Recovery of
RS, Ashley Mullinex, Bill
M c A f e e , B i l l L e o n , S r. ,
Charley Dusthimer,
Bernadette Smith, Claire
Barnett, Hans Wascom, Ethel
Brassel, Katrina Shunk,
Chuck Wilson, George Vargo,
Dan Steinker, Irma Galvan,
Mary Cleary, Joe Lemire,
Mary Anne McAfee, Tish
Oney, Lois Taylor, Virginia
LaFave, Nabeel Howard,
Father M. T. Phillips, Paul
C o t e a n d F a m i l y, P a u l
Bussemey, Ramza Sleiman,
Moe Mercier, Joan
Bussemey, Special Intention
by Abouna, Bob Brown, Joe
Durham, Michael Bays,
Patrick Lavelle, Tara Galvin,
Susan Connor, Bill Hines,
Beth Banks, Andrea FiorniF r a z i e r, S h a w n S e x t o n ,
Robert Mercier, James and
K a l e i g h , M a r k P e l l e t i e r,
Antonella, Stephanie, Derek
Gerard Solomon, JoAn
Salloum, Susie, Jim Hopka,
Family of Colbert Arthur,
Berma Darlene Bell, Terry
Vadnais, Elaine Gillen, Amy
Hunter, Shawn Sexton, Cindy
Miller, Adrian Kassentar, Beth
Hopsecger, Mark Barnard,
Special Intention of MKS,
Janice Radich, Paula Lemire,
Becky Jarvis, Lillian Moon,
Vito Fortuna, Sam Howard,
Jr., Betty Braun, Deanne
Va l e n c i a , S i s t e r M a r y
Emmanuel, Katie Frank,
Adelaide George, Beverley
Davis, Maryanne Polidoro,
John Fender, Intentions of
Nancy Gegorian, Thomas
Shaluly

Saints We Celebrate
December 20, Saint Ignatius, Bishop and Martyr,
Patriarch of Antioch (+107)
December 25, Birth of Our Lord
December 26, Praises of the Mother of God
December 27, Saint Stephen, Protomartyr
December 29, Martyrdom of the Children of
Bethlehem (Holy Innocents)
January 1, Saints Basil and Gregory,
Doctors of the Church
January 4, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton,
Virgin-Confessor, American Saint
January 5, Saint Paul (Mar Boula), First Hermit
January 5, Saint John Neuman, Bishop,
American Saint

Liturgical Items
Liturgical Readings
Feast

New Testament

Gospel

Announcement to Joseph

Ephesians 3:1-13

Matthew 1:18-25

English

Linda Wickett

Arabic

Joseph Chebeir

New! To review the readings
online, go here.

Mass Intentions
Intention

December 16 & 17

Donor

Saturday, 4 PM

+Alicia Guerra

Angie Gutierrez

Sunday, 11 AM

+Rev. Monsignor Francis Hanley

BJ and Mike Dursse

Sunday, 7 PM

+Jim Hembree

Andy and Ceil Frisari

Wednesday, 7 PM

+Josephine Frazier

Andy and Ceil Frisari

Saturday, 4 PM

+Anna Cassar

Debbie Ballard

Sunday, 11 AM

Open

Sunday, 4 PM

+Amjed Yacu

Monday, 12 AM

Intentions of the Parishioners

December 23 & 24

Jeni and Vivian Yacu

Sanctuary Lamp and Flowers
To have the Sanctuary Light for your relatives or intentions, please use
the envelope provided at the entrance. Donation is $5.00. The
Sanctuary Candle burns for these Intentions from Sunday thru Saturday.
The Sanctuary Candle burns during the month of December for Donat
and Laura Mercier and Leo and Juliette Talbot by Maurice (Moe and
Lorraine Mercier.

Church Offerings and Attendance
December 10

Saturday 4 PM

Sunday 11 AM

Sunday 7
PM

Total

Budget

-26

$945.00 $2176.00 $2,667.00

-$491.00

56

$549.00

$682.00

$10.36

$12.18

$37.80

$16.24

Building Fund

0

0

0

0

Building Fund

0

0

0

2176

59

81

34

177

Collection
Average per person

Average Attendance

Wed. 7 PM

160

25

134

53

People

+/-

Holy Hour

0
—

Ramsho
YEAR TO
DATE

$129,931.00

Religious Ed.

0

Attendance
Attendance Year to Date

11:00 AM
7:00 PM
Wednesday 7 PM
First Sunday
Holy Day
Ramsho
Adult Education
Special Liturgy
Funerals
Weddings

How are these totals calculated?
One total graphed to the left is through envelope usage for each week.
The totals to the to the right are counted by the ushers during the Divine Liturgy and tabulated.
Date

Emails Sent

Opened

% Opened

December 10

519

372

41.7%

December 3

519

409

46.1%

Difference

0

37

4.4%

3777
1605
809
223
198
106
236
367
315
55

Scripture Readings for Sunday
Sunday of the Announcement to Jospeh
Letter to the Ephesians 3,1-13.

T

his is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles for

surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you,
and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words,
a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ.
In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:
that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given to
me by the working of his power.
Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the
plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things;
so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our
Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
I pray therefore that you may not lose heart over my sufferings for you; they are your glory.
Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew 1,18-25.

N

ow the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit.
Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to dismiss her quietly.
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.’
All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which
means, ‘God is with us.’
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her
as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named
him Jesus.

A Related Meditation from the Old Testament
II Samuel 7:18-25

Then King David went in and sat in the LORD’s presence and said, “Who am I, Lord
GOD, and what is my house, that you should have brought me so far?
And yet even this is too little in your sight, Lord GOD! For you have made a promise
regarding your servant’s house reaching into the future, and giving guidance to the
people, Lord GOD!
What more can David say to you? You know* your servant, Lord GOD!
For your servant’s sake and as you have had at heart, you have brought about this
whole magnificent disclosure to your servant.
Therefore, great are you, Lord GOD! There is no one like you, no God but you, as we
have always heard.
What other nation on earth is there like your people Israel? What god has ever led a
nation, redeeming it as his people and making a name by great and awesome deeds,
as you drove out the nations and their gods before your people, whom you redeemed
for yourself from Egypt?
You have established for yourself your people Israel as your people forever, and you,
LORD, have become their God.
Now, LORD God, confirm the promise that you have spoken concerning your servant
and his house forever. Bring about what you have promised

Books for Prisoners
Catholic volunteers to the Greenville County Detention Center are in need of paperback (only
paperback) books for the inmate library. We will set up a box in Wickett Hall to place your books into
and these will be collected by Sharon Bookbinder, a volunteers from Prince of Peace Church. This is a
great way to un-clutter and help those in prison by giving them reading materials. Thanks for your help
and assistance!

Birthdays
December
17, Richard Wickett
17, Marlene Dowd
19, Mary Anne McAfee
19, Palmer Saad
19, Faris Farah
19, Tish Gábor
20, Mary Howard
20, David Sawyer
24, Dalida Meehan
24, Joe Treacy
26, Brian Smith
28, Danielle Bouharoun
29, Josaphin Hana
29, Ramsey Chebli
31, Danielle Lloyd

Anniversaries
December
19, Brett and Danielle Lloyd
29, Antoine and Ramza Sleiman

Necrology
December
+Faye G. Tadross, December 26, 2006
+Bishop Stephen Hector Doueihi,
December 17, 201
Video on the life of Saint Sharbel
English subtitles. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Sharbel and Saint Rafka
You can always have your intentions prayed for at the
monastery where Saint Sharbel is buried. Click here.
Prayers to Saint Rafka
Click here.

Ashy Pavilion
Please remember that
registered and supporting
parishioners are free to use
the Ashy Pavilion for family
events, reunions, parties,
etc. Others are welcome to
rent the facilities. More
information? Contact
Richard Wickett here.
Coffee Socials
If you would like to sponsor
a Coffee Social In Memory
Of or In Honor Of someone,
please call or email the
office to let us know.
Wickett Hall
Newly refurbished Wickett
Hall can be used by our
registered and supporting
parishioners for family
events, reunions, etc. Others
may request permission to
rent the Hall. Contact
Richard Wickett.
Masses Online
Where to go to Mass when
traveling? Look here!
MassTimes.org
The Catholic Directory
Parishes Online

!

!

WCKI 1300 AM
www.catholicradioinsc.com

